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Comprehension Skill Builder – fiction     (WS#6CMP1013)          
 

Substitute, Go Home! 

 

 Sammy loved his teacher and though he was often a handful, Sammy really did have a kind 

heart. So when he came home upset because his teacher would be gone for awhile to care for 

her sick mother, I knew it was sincere. ”I will miss Mrs. Lilly. She has to go care for her mother 

who has fallen ill. She said we would have a substitute until she returned.”  

 

 “Your teacher is too easy on you anyway”, Sammy’s father 

replied. “She lets you all have too much fun in school. School is for 

learning, not play.” “Dad, we don’t always play. We have homework 

most nights.” Sammy’s mother liked the small private school that felt 

more like a large home than a building full of classrooms. She did 

worry some about how little Sammy seemed to be learning, but he was 

happy and had lots of friends. “Sammy, I am sure your teacher will be 

back in no time. What is the name of your substitute?” “I don’t know 

Mom, we meet her tomorrow. I hope she lets us have lots of fun like Mrs. Lilly.” 

 

 The next morning Sammy loaded his book bag with lots of toys and a notebook for class. 

He was half way to school before he realized that today was the day the substitute would 

arrive. The fears were soon forgotten when he heard the familiar sound of children on the 

playground before class began. The children played for several minutes before a bell sounded to 

signal the beginning of class. The children all ran for the door in a haphazard manner. Sammy’s 

classmates were stopped outside their classroom door, all standing in shock. Their desks that  
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were normally arranged in large groups where friends could sit together, where in perfectly 

straight lines. Name tags sat atop each desk with girls on one side and boys on the other. The 

students did not know what to think of this new arrangement. As they slowly filtered into the 

classroom a sharp voice was heard saying, “Good morning class, take your seats immediately and 

get quiet.” In shock, the class obeyed. Sammy looked over the tall, older lady that appeared to 

have commandeered the classroom. 

 

 “I am Miss Mannerly, your teacher, until Mrs. Lilly returns. Please take out your spelling 

homework from last night for me to examine and critique.” She walked slowly down the aisles. 

She stopped at each desk making comments. “Chicken scratch, not worth the paper it is written 

on, worst spelling I have ever seen.” Sammy panicked as he had no homework at all and he knew 

she was coming quickly. The day did not get better. It got worse. At lunch this new teacher 

forced the children to line up and walk silently down the hall and when the final bell rang they 

were not to just get up and run for the door, but to line up and march out of the building. 

 

 Sammy ran home to tell his mother about his horrible day. He had exaggerated 

expressions as he talked about the massive amount of homework that had to be completed in 

one night. He failed to mention that at least half was the homework he had not done the night 

before. Sammy’s mother was upset that her son was so bothered, but also liked the idea of the 

children behaving in a more traditional manner in the classroom. The week continued in much the 

same manner, but Sammy’s parents saw a change in his behavior. He no longer skirted the 

responsibility of homework, he helped with chores at home, and it seemed he truly worried 

about his grades and performance at school. Sammy had changed so much in just a matter of 

days. The substitute must be doing something right as it also seemed that Sammy was learning a 

great deal, even his spelling had improved. Unfortunately, Sammy was also not as carefree and 

fun loving as he had been and this also concerned his mother. 
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 The mothers all met for tea every week and the topic of the new substitute came up 

during the get together. The mothers had both positives and negatives about the new teacher. 

They were enjoying their children’s new found work ethic, but worried that the youngsters were 

not enjoying school as much. The mothers decided to talk with the substitute after school that 

day. They waited as the class filed out with military precision and asked the substitute for a 

moment of her time. They explained their concerns as the substitute listened intently. Her 

answer was simply this, “Education is a privilege that should not be squandered away in fun. I am 

here to teach your children, not to play all day.” The mothers left somewhat satisfied, but not 

sure about her answer. What was better a teacher who played and kept the children happy or an 

education? 
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1) What type of person was Sammy?   
 A) Eclectic 
 B) Kind hearted 
 C) Self centered 
 D) Spoiled 
 
2) What positives and negatives did Sammy’s mother feel toward the school?  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) Compare how school for Sammy changed over the course of the story.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) What word could accurately replace the word critique?  
 A) Analyze 
 B) See 
 C) Explain 
 D) View 
 
5) Why did Sammy panic when Miss Mannerly took over the classroom?  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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6) Compare Miss Mannerly’s teaching style to that of Mrs. Lilly.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
7) What was the first thing the student’s noticed about the changed classroom?  
 A) Name tags 
 B) Rearranged desks 
 C) The new teacher 
 D) The plant in the window 
 
8) Which is better, having a strict teacher or having one that plays all the time? Explain your 
answer.   
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
9) Explain how the changes at school affected Sammy at home.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10) What does it mean to skirt responsibility?   
 A) Take responsibility 
 B) Avoid Responsibility 
 C) Share responsibility 
 D) Embrace responsibility 
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11) Is school a job for students? Explain your answer.   
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
12) Explain how the phrase ‘Set high and strong expectations if you want people to live up to 
them’, applies to this passage.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Grammar Skill Builder – Connotations and Denotations   (WS#6GRA61) 
    
Denotations refer to specific, literal meanings of objects and words.  Connotations refer to a 
figurative meaning that is cultural in nature and can be positive or negative.    
 
Example:  Gabrielle is a very unique girl.  This means that she has many qualities that are not 
commonly found in someone.  If someone were to call her strange, this might upset her, as 
strange carries a negative connotation.  Unique, on the other hand, carries a positive 
connotation.     
 
Directions:  The table below has been partially completed for you.   Use your knowledge of 
connotations and denotations to complete the table.  #1 has been completed for you.   
 
Denotation Positive Connotation Negative Connotation 

1. Without light Unlit Gloomy 

2. Free from disturbing 
noise or uproar. 

Serene  

3. Not the same or shared Free  

4. Excessively showy  Gaudy 

5. Delicate to the sense of 
smell 

 Odor 

6. Devoted to intellectual 
activities 

Bookworm  

7. Greater than average size Substanial  

8. Having great weight Solid  

9. To walk with exaggerated 
leg and arm movements 

Prance  

10. Made of small, visible 
particles 

  

11. To put or bring together   
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Vocabulary Skill Builder – Direct & Indirect Quotations      (WS#6VOC214)   
    
Quotations are words that are said by a person. Direct quotations are words that you hear 
someone speaking, while indirect quotations are “heard” through someone else.  
 
For instance,  

Direct Quotation Indirect Quotation 
“I need to go to the bathroom!” said my little 
sister.  
 

My little sister said she needed to go to the 
bathroom. 

 
In this worksheet, classify each as a direct or an indirect quotation.   
 
 
 Direct 

Quotation 
Indirect 
Quotation 

Ella said she was always afraid of the dark.    

“I’ve never finished reading a novel cover to cover,” confessed 
Tim.    

He said he’s been living here for three months.    

Joel said, “I’m too busy to go to soccer practice today.”   

Owen told me his birthday is in October.    

He practically told me he doesn’t want to be friends anymore.    

“I prefer writing letters to friends over emailing them,” said 
Will.    

Yesterday, Paul told me he waited three hours for the bus.    

They said they enjoyed the concert.    

“Who’s the student council president?” asked Ryan.    
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Name:                                                                   Date:      
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Vocabulary Skill Builder – When to use pronouns/contractions    

    

Contractions are words that are made of two words put together in a shortened way and joined 
with an apostrophe. Examples: 
you are  you’re  
we are  we’re 
it is  its 
 
Pronouns are words that replace nouns or other pronouns. Pronouns are commonly used to avoid 
repetition of a noun. Examples: 
Jim is a great student.  He is a great student. (‘He’ replaces ‘Jim’) 
That book is Nick’s.  That book is his. (‘his’ replaces Nick’s) 
That book is his.  It is his. (‘It’ replaces ‘That book’) 
 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences by selecting the best contraction or pronoun.  
 
 

1. Mr. Taylor told the class to settle down and get started on _____ work.  
a) their  
b) they’re 
c) there’s 

 
2. If you don’t use ____ coupons, they will expire.  

a) you’re 
b) your 

 
3. _____ afraid of the big, bad wolf? 

a) Whose 
b) Who’s 

 
4. ____ backpack is that on the ground? 

a) Whose 
b) Who’s 

 
5. I’m not sure ____ car is parked in the driveway.  

a) whose 
b) who’s 
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6. If ____ going to forget the phone number, be sure to write it down.  
a) you’re 
b) your 

 
7. It’s too bad _____ no more chocolate cake left.  

a) there’s  
b) theirs 
c) they’re  

 
8. Could we go walking down _____ by the river? 

a) their 
b) there 
c) they’re 

 
9. Be sure to collect ____ keys from the front counter.  

a) you’re  
b) your 
c) yours 

 
10. Tell me when ____ leaving; I’ll come with you.  

a) your 
b) yours 
c) you’re 
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Vocabulary Skill Builder – Greek Root Words  (WS#6VOC224)   
    
The English language is actually made up of many other languages. Around 70% of English words 
that aren’t from Anglo-Saxon come from Greek and Latin roots. If you can recognize these 
roots, you can begin to understand the meaning of many English words. 
 
This worksheet will help you become familiar with Greek root words we see and use today. 
Complete the word tables for each of the following vocabulary words. The root word goes in the 
top row, the definition of the root word goes in the bottom right, any words that are based on 
this root go in the related words column and a sentence using one of those words goes in the cell  
on the right.  
 
Example:   
Root Word: Akros- 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Height, summit Acrobat 

Acronym 
 

Most acrobats don’t have a 
fear of heights or performing 
for a crowd. 
 

 
 
 

1.  
Root Word: Aero 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Air, atmosphere 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
2.   

Root Word: Megas 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Large, great 
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3.   

Root Word: Rhinos 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
 
 
 
 

Rhinoplasty 
Rhinoceros  

 

 
4.   

Root Word: Puros 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Fire, heat 
 
 
 

  

 
5.   

Root Word: Protos 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
 
 
 

Protoplasm 
Prototype 
Protoplast 
 

 

 
6.   

Root Word: Potamos 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
River 
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7.   
Root Word: Okto 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
 
 
 

Octagon 
Octopus 
Octahedron 
 

 

 
8.   

Root Word: Oikos 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
House 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
9.   

Root Word: Nomas 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Those who let pasture 
herds 
 
 

  

 
10.   

Root Word: Metron 
Definition Related Words Sentence 
Measure 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
www.schoolsupplement.com   (all year-round enrichment) 
www.TestPrepForGifted.com   (test practice and diagnostics) 
Copyright © by Prodigy Education Resources, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 	

Name:                                                                   Date:      
 

Start Time           :                                                End Time            :      
 

Vocabulary Skill Builder – Analogies                       (WS#6VOC203) 
    
An analogy shows the relationship between two concepts. They are used to highlight a similarity, 
or to compare two things. There are seven basic types of relationships expressed by analogies: 
function, degree, lack, characteristic, type/kind, part-whole and definition.  
 
In this worksheet, you’ll have to fill in the blanks in the sentences in order to complete the 
analogy.  
 
Example:  
Gills are to fish as _____ are to humans. 

a) breaths 
b) lungs 
c) eyes 

 
The answer would be b) Lungs. Fish use their gills to breathe, while humans use lungs.  
 
 

1. Ant is to tiny as ____ is to large.  
a) size 
b) width 
c) bear 

 
2. Chef is to cook as ____ is to educate.  

a) book 
b) teacher 
c) school  

 
3. ____ is to cultivate as plumber is to repair.  

a) Electrician 
b) Farmer 
c) Tractor 

 
4. Wing is to bird as ____ is to motorcycle.  

a) wheel 
b) engine 
c) gasoline 
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5. Wheat is to bread as ____ is to omelet.  

a) egg 
b) cheese 
c) red pepper 

 
6. Shell is to egg as ____ is to house.  

a) foundation 
b) wall 
c) yard 

 
7. Barrier is to _____ as prize is to achievement.  

a) success 
b) obstacle 
c) luck 

 
8. Queen is to king as ____ is to duke.  

a) bishop 
b) princess 
c) duchess 

 
9. _______ is to stars as biologist is to animals.  

a) Meteorologist 
b) Zoologist 
c) Astronomer  

 
10. Telescope is to stars as ______ is to bacteria.  

a) microscope 
b) petri dish 
c) medicine
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Vocabulary Skill Builder – Using Words Correctly: I vs. Me (WS#6VOC229)  
    
Me or I? Which word do we use? Who are we talking about again? Sometimes it’s confusing to 
know which personal pronoun to use!  
 
I is used as the subject of a verb/sentence. The I does something, or performs an action.  
Example: I went to the park on Sunday.  
 
Me is used as the object of a verb/sentence. Something happens to me; the action in the 
sentence may have something to do with me, but is not done by me.  
Example: Sam asked me if I wanted to go to the park with him.  
 
If you’re not sure whether to use I or me, you can remove the other object/subject and 
determine which will work. For example: Vince was so rude to Nicole and ____. You can always 
rephrase it as: Vince was so rude to me. So the sentence would read: Vince was so rude to 
Nicole and me.  
 
Complete the following sentences with either I or me.  
 

 
1. Do you want to go bike riding with Bruce and ___________  ? 

2. Cassie and ___________  are going to have lunch together.  

3. It rained heavily, which is why Michael, Paulina and ___________  are late for school.  

4. Between you and ___________ , his new car is terrible! 

5. Lucy gave the empty box to ___________  . 

6. Jim and ___________  went to the beach this weekend.  

7. I’d love to help, but right now, Saul and ___________  have to get going.  

8. I overheard Chris gossiping about Bonnie and ___________  . 
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9. Could you please come with Norman and ___________  this Thursday? 

10. The waiter brought coffee to Tara and ___________  . 

 
 
 

  



 
www.schoolsupplement.com   (all year-round enrichment) 
www.TestPrepForGifted.com   (test practice and diagnostics) 
Copyright © by Prodigy Education Resources, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 	

Name:                                                                    Date:      
 

Start Time :                                                          End Time :      
 

Writing Skill Builder –How to Write a Problem Solution Essay   (WS#6WRT107)       
 
What is a Problem Solution Essay?   A Problem Solution Essay analyzes a problem and offers 
realistic methods or solutions for solving it.  The problem you choose to write about should 
offer some challenges but still be able to be resolved.   
 
Preparation/Pre-writing: 

 Brainstorm a list of possible problems (issues) that are important either to your school, 
community, or world. 

 Decide which problem you find most interesting or which problem you would like solved 
the most. 

 Identify and define the problem you have chosen to write about. 
 Identify possible solutions for the problem. 
 Generate a list of specific details, examples, or facts to reinforce why each solution is 

relevant. 
 Conduct any research that might be needed on your chosen problem, consider; 

o where the problem is located 
o why the problem needs solved 
o collect your own data if it is a community or school issue (surveys/interviews) 

 Think about your intended audience. 
 If your problem warrants research, cite your sources 

 
Writing  
 
Paragraph 1: 

 Introduce your topic. 
 Identify the problem clearly. 

o Use a thesis statement to conclude the opening paragraph. 
o Include the best possible solution and why you consider it the best solution. 

 
Paragraphs 2-4: 

 Use an analytical tone 
 explain pros and cons of various solutions 
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 describe the problem and possible solutions objectively 
 include supporting details to back up the best solution 
 persuade the reader that the problem is/was serious 
 use transitions that help the reader logically connect with the solution 
Paragraph 5 (conclusion): 

 restate your problem and the proposed best solution 
 summarize any major points you want to reinforce to the reader 
 end with thesis statement that tells why the solution offered was a good one 

 
Revising: 

 Read for clarity 
 check for spelling and grammatical errors 
 questions to ask yourself as you read your finished essay; 

o Does the introduction identify the problem? 
o Is my problem explained clearly? 
o Are the reasons, facts, and examples convincing to the reader? 

 Rewrite the essay if changes were needed. 
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Writing Assignment 
Situation:  Some elementary schools have stopped allowing students to go on fieldtrips while 
others are limiting fieldtrips to one per year.  This is because schools are faced with budget 
cuts as well as rising fuel cost.  Teachers realize the value of fieldtrips in order to enrich the 
standards being taught in classrooms.  Teachers also understand that some children only 
experience outings such as fieldtrips through school.  The knowledge gained from fieldtrips help 
students retain information learned at school. 
 
Writing Task: Write a problem solution essay in which you identify possible solutions to this 
problem of costly fieldtrips.  Be sure to use the 5 paragraph “How to write a problem solution 
essay” format in which you choose the best solution and explain your reason why.  Remember to 
support your position with relevant and realistic details. 
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